Some Web 2.0 Tools


Blogs

A blog is a type of website that is usually arranged in chronological order from the most recent ‘post’ (or entry) at the top of the main page to the older entries towards the bottom. Some refer to them as an online journal.
Options for instructors using blogs:

    * Content-related blog as professional practice

    * Networking and personal knowledge sharing

    * Instructional tips for students

    * Course announcements and readings

    * Annotated links

    * Knowledge management

Options for students using blogs in your courses include:

    * Reflective or writing journals

    * Knowledge management

    * Assignment submission and review

    * Dialogue for groupwork

    * E-portfolios

    * Share course-related resources

Edublogs - http://edublogs.org/
Blogger - https://www.blogger.com/ 

Wikis

A wiki is a type of website that allows visitors themselves to easily add, remove and otherwise edit and change some available content, sometimes without the need for registration.

Examples of uses of wikis in K-12

*  Lesson Summaries

    * Collaboration of Notes

    * Concept Introduction and Exploratory Projects

    * Dissemination of Important Classroom Learning Beyond the Classroom

    * Individual Assessment Projects

    * Science Fair Projects - A wiki could be set up for middle or high school students to brainstorm ideas for and plan science fair projects. Initially it would mostly be brainstorming, posting ideas and information to back them up. As they begin to flesh out the ideas that they are interested in, small groups might form to work on individual projects, but could still contribute ideas to other projects. The teacher can act as a facilitator by offering suggestions and asking probing questions to get students to consider particular aspects in the planning of their projects. The wiki could also be used to record and organize data, and plan eventual papers/presentations. 

    * Student Portfolios - A wiki makes an easy shell for electronic portfolios where students can display and discuss their work with others. It would also be an excellent forum for peer editing and peer feedback to help students improve their writing skills. 

    * WikiOrganization - I used a local wiki on my computer to organize materials for a paper. I was able to save weblinks, documents, and quotes to the wiki and then just go to that particular page as I was writing. Finally, I linked the final product to the wiki. Wikis are a great organizational tool especially in a time when many of our classroom resources are digital and networked.  

    * Collaboration Between Teachers - They could work together creating lesson plans, track how the lessons are being implemented in their various classrooms, give suggestions - this could be a few teachers in the same middle school doing an interdisciplinary unit, or teachers of the same subject in distant places working on the same unit together. 

*Literature Circles in Elementary School - A Wiki would be a perfect way to integrate technology into thier Lit Cirles. Instead of sharing their thoughts on paper, they could post them to the wiki, respond to their peers thoughts or questions and best of all perserve this work for the next class to review at sometime during their exploration of the same novel. 

*  Easily create simple websites – It provides a ready to use site with a simple user interface, ability to easily add pages, and simple navigation structure. This allows students to spend more time developing the content of the site, instead of trying to learn how to make one. 

    * Project development with peer review - A wiki makes it easy for students to write, revise and submit as assignment, since all three activities can take place in the wiki. A student can be given a wiki page to develop a term paper, and might start by tracking their background research. This allows the teacher, and peers, to see what they're using, help them if they're off track, suggest other resources, or even get ideas based on what others find useful. Next, the student can draft the paper in the wiki, taking advantage of the wiki's automatic revision history that saves a before & after version of the document each time s/he makes changes. This allows the teacher and peers to see the evolution of the paper over time, and continually comment on it, rather than offering comments only on the final draft. When the student completes the final draft, the teacher and peers can read it on the wiki, and offer feedback.

    * Group authoring - Often groups collaborate on a document by "pushing" it out to each member - emailing a file that each person edits on his or her computer, and some attempt is made to coordinate the edits so everyone's work is equally represented. But what happens when two people think of the same idea and include it in different ways in their respective copies of the file, or when one group member misses an agreed upon time to finish their changes and pass on the file to the next member? Who decides what to do? Using a wiki "pulls" the group members together to build and edit the document on a wiki page, which strengthens the community within the group, allows group members with overlapping or similar ideas to see and collaboratively build on each other's work. It also allows all group members immediate, equal access to the most recent version of the document.

    * Track a group project - Considering students' busy schedules, a wiki is very useful for tracking and completing group projects. It allows group members to track their research and ideas from anywhere they have internet access, helps them save time by seeing what sources others have already checked, then gives them a central place to collectively prepare the final product, i.e. write and edit a group paper or prepare the content of a powerpoint or keynote presentation.

    * Data Collection - Because of its ease of editing, a wiki can be very useful for collecting data from a group of students. The wiki tools best suited for this are JotSpot Spreadsheets and Google Spreadsheets.

    * Presentations

PB Wiki: Education - http://pbwiki.com/education.wiki
WikiSpaces: Education - http://www.wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers100K 

Social Bookmarking

In a social bookmarking system, users save links to web pages that they want to remember and/or share. These bookmarks are usually public, and can be saved privately, shared only with specified people or groups, shared only inside certain networks, or another combination of public and private domains. The allowed people can usually view these bookmarks chronologically, by category or tags, or via a search engine.

Ideas Around Social Bookmarking:

1. create a set of resources that can be accessed on any computer connected to the Internet

2. conduct research and share that research with your peers

3. track author and book updates

4. groups of students doing a classroom project sharing their bookmarks, a teacher subscribed to their rss feed to see the direction of their research. (FURL - teacher can review and comment on resources that are bookmarked)

5. resource teacher does a PD event with a group of teachers creates a shared del.icio.us account where teachers can post research and information bookmarks that they gather throughout the year. All members continuously benefit from this shared resource.

6. rate and review bookmarks to help with students decide on usefulness of resources

7. setup a group tag in order to share educational resources 

8. unintended learning through the discovery of resources and information shared by others through their bookmarks

9. Share links to current news items that relate to classroom discussions.

10. Examine the popularity of a web site that a student had listed and examine those who have tagged that resource in order to find new resources. 

11. Share one del.icio.us account between a number of different subject specific educators or a school in order to share resources with each other. 

12. Share one del.icio.us account between a large number of educators across a school district that teach in diverse settings in order to create a broad and deep set of resources. 

13. Students bookmark on a subject before a lesson (as a reading exercise), then review those sites after the ‘talk and chalk’ part of the lesson.

14. Students bookmark sites during a lecture, then review during question time.

del.icio.us (Create your own) - http://del.icio.us/ 

Education World - Sites to See: Social Bookmarking (Good information with helpful links) –

 http://www.education-world.com/a_tech/sites/sites080.shtml 

Flickr – Photo Sharing

http://www.flickr.com/ 

Classroom and School Uses of Flickr

1. Anywhere visual images are required, such as presentation, etc.

2. Single image analysis

3. Single image writing prompt, sometimes called Flicktion

4. Multiple image digital storytelling projects

5. Creating slides shows within Flickr

6. Virtual Field Trips

7. Creation of visual arguments, e.g. biology classroom-The Case for Genetic

Engineering

8. Illustration of Poetry with Flickr, or Flickr meets Carl Sandburg

9. Using Flickr with Google Earth to teach Geography

10. Visual documentation of school events

11. Visual documentation of student artwork and other school products

12. Creation of digital visual portfolios, using the photoset function of Flickr

13. Social software applications: how to tag, how to make comments

14. Delivery of school/classroom visual information via RSS

15. Intellectual property rights lesson using Flickr Creative Commons licensing

16. The use of third party Flickr applications to produce classroom products: http://bighugelabs.com/flickr/ 
a. Motivational posters

b. Magazine Covers

c. Movie Posters

d. Flickr slideshow

e. Mosaic Makers

